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Upcoming Events

Tuesday 31 August

Public Forum:
Remember the Tampa

Featuring Tony Kevin,
author of A Certain Maritime
Incident: the sinking of the
SIEV-X

7pm at Trades Hall Bar,
cnr Lygon and Victoria,
Carlton

For info, contact RAC on (03)
9659 3505

Friday
8 days before election

Rally:
Justice For Refugees!

5pm at State Library,
cnr Swanston and LaTrobe,
city

For info, contact RAC on (03)
9659 3505

Sunday

n this newsletter we remember the Tampa,

whose Captain rescued 438 people from
a sinking boat, and in doing so sparked a
chain of events three years ago which would
lead®via the échildren overboard affairid®to
a decisive election victory for John Howard.
Given the political mileage he obtained from
promising never to allow the Tampa asylum
seekers to set foot on Australian soil, it is
striking that in the lead up to the next federal
election Howard is doing everything he can
to defuse the refugee issue. And he may well
be successful, given the Labor party also has
an interest in keeping the plight of refugees
generally, and the people in Australiads
detention centres, out of the public eye.

There is a terrible risk, though, in allowing
this to occur. The governmentés manipulation
of this issue (whether by inpaming public fear
or attempting to soothe the public conscience)
is insidious, and infects our entire political
culture. Lies, double-speak, and secrecy
become simply routine. Meanwhile, we are
encouraged to believe that our interests lie
in building a fortress state, and in sacriycing
the lives of some people (the men, women,
and children in detention, or deported to
countries where they simply ddisappeard) in

Abolish Temporary Protection Visas A Let the Boats Land A Fight Racist Scapegoating A

Justice For Refugees

Pre-election Rally

Friday, 8 days before Federal Election

5pm, State Library,
cnr Swanston and LaTrobe Streets

order to prevent other people making claims
on our compassion.

But a society that brutalises people and
treats them as a means to other ends will
never be a comfortable, caring, or genuinely
secure society in which to live. If we want
our children to inherit a less fearful and a
more loving world, we must require greater
honesty of our politicians, and a different
political agendad®one which rejects the
politics of fortresses and fear, and which
seeks creative solutions to the problems
faced by people everywhere.

The most effective way we can do this in the
immediate term is by making it absolutely
clear to the Howard government and the
Labor opposition that we have not forgotten
people like Peter Qasim, who on 9 September
will have spent 6 years in immigration
detention. Nor have we forgotten Abbas Al
Khafaji, whose detention has been deemed
legal despite the fact it has 6no real prospectd
of ever ending. We remember all the people
who remain in detention.

Join us at the Pre-election Rally and demand
that they be released from the hell-holes and
given permanent protection.

New article on the RAC website:

DIMIA, Hazara people and the 6genuine6 issue

0In the past few years a new word 0genuined became part of Australian Immigration Department
vocabulary. This word has become an excuse for the Immigration Departmentis refugee
application processing ofpcers not to examine properly every application. Now they can reject
any application on the dgenuine or non-genuined basis. Unfortunately this word was used with
all Afghan cases but especially with Afghan Hazara applications. | think without knowing the
Hazarais history in Afghanistan is impossible to understand the issue of égenuineé or onon
genuined refugee.

6 days before election

Rally:
End the lies,
Troops out now!

2pm at State Library,
cnr Swanston and LaTrobe,
city

ol will try to in few paragraphs to give a little understanding of Hazara history, which will help
to understand the background of this issue€&f

(for full article, see RAC website: www.rac-vic.org)

URGENT: Support hunger striking refugees on the Indonesian Island of Bogor
In the leadup to the 2001 Federal Election, the Australian Navy forcibly returned four boats with over 600 people to Indonesian

waters. More than 150 of these people are still in Indonesia
sign the on line petition on our website & www.rac-vic.org.au







